Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
CALL + EQUIP + SEND

October 25, 2020
INTRODUCTION

As seen in today’s gospel, the best of human beings struggle to grasp God’s Word, the power of God, and
our own inability to keep God’s Law. Jesus’ summary of the law in today’s gospel echoes our first
reading from Leviticus. We are called not only to love God with heart, soul, and mind, but also to love
our neighbor as ourselves. It is out of such deep care that Paul shares the gospel with the Thessalonian
community. In the confession of sins, we acknowledge that we are captive to sin and to our own way for
our own needs rather than genuine love for God, neighbor, and self; yet we gather to hear the word of
forgiveness and to be strengthened by God’s Holy Spirit so that we too are signs of God’s love and mercy
in the world.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of
creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence is kept for reflection)
Faithful God,
Have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn
from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before
examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your
gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has
made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name
of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the
world. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your Spirit
renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen!
FIRST LESSON Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18

The Holiness Code in Leviticus urges people to be holy because God is holy. Holiness is lived out as God’s people
exercise justice and love in their dealings with one another. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves.
1

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and
say to them: You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. …
15
You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great: with justice you shall judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I am the Lord.
17
You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or
you will incur guilt yourself. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your
people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.
R: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God!

SECOND LESSON: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Paul uses maternal imagery to depict the caring and nurturing relationship he shares with the Thessalonian Christians.
When he first came to their city it was not to benefit himself but to share the gospel with them, which was his
responsibility as an apostle of Christ.
1

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 2but
though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had
courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.
5
As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a
pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from
others, 7though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we are
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you
have become very dear to us. R: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL: Matthew 22:34-46

Put on the spot by the Pharisees, Jesus displays wisdom by summarizing the law of God in just two commandments
and by demonstrating the Messiah must be more than the son of David.
15

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. … 23 The same day
some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they asked him a question. …
29
Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power
of God. … 31b Have you not read what was said to you by God, 32 'I am the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is God not of the dead, but of the living." 33 And when
the crowd heard it, they were astounded at his teaching.
34
When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?”
37
He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.”
41
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What
do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?”
They said to him, “The son of David.”
43
He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 44‘The
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 45If
David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an answer,
nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.
R The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ!
OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink,
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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