Second Sunday of Easter
CALL + EQUIP + SEND

April 11, 2021

INTRODUCTION

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ's presence, mostly
through the Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit
on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self. As with Peter and John in the First
Lesson, the church continues to lay hands on us at significant times in our lives that we receive this Holy Spirit.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to life, from
tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with
strangers. Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse
our hearts. Shower us with life. To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now
and forever. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord's resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen
FIRST LESSON: Acts 8:1, 12-25

Unlike the rest of the year, in the Easter Season the New Testament book of Acts is the assigned First Lesson. While
following this practice, Trinity has arranged these lessons chronologically. This year we will hear the story of Peter in
chapters 8-15. Like our experience in the past year, circumstances forced the early church out of their weekly gathering for
worship in Jerusalem. Today’s reading is the Apostles’ response and the Holy Spirit’s work in a church forming in Samaria
1

Saul approved of their killing [Stephen]. That day a severe persecution began against the church
in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and
Samaria. … 12 When [the people in the city of Samaria] believed Philip, who was proclaiming the
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women. 13 Even Simon [who had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the people of
Samaria], himself believed. After being baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed
when he saw the signs and great miracles that took place.
14
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent
Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
18
Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he
offered them money, 19 saying, "Give me also this power so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may
receive the Holy Spirit." 20 But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you
thought you could obtain God's gift with money! 21 You have no part or share in this, for your heart is
not right before God. 22 Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if
possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness
and the chains of wickedness."
24
Simon answered, "Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen to
me." 25 Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the Samaritans.
R: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God!

SECOND LESSON: 1 John 1:1—2:2

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. God is light, but our reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our
sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light.

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — 2this life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the
Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4
We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.
5
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
2:1
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
R: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL: John 20:19–31

The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.
19

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace
be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced
when they saw the Lord.
21
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
25
So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark
of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe."
26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe."
30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
R: The gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
OFFERING PRAYER
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the
gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your
beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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